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thing and to brave the obloquy that it brought upon him. When the war ended the storm subsided, and there was no longer any question of Campbell-Bannerman's fitness to lead the Liberal party or to be Prime Minister, if the opportunity offered. He was from this time specially qualified to play the part in the reconciliation between British and Dutch which was to be one of his chief titles to fame.
The War and Foreign Affairs
The effects of the South African War on Great Britain's relations to her neighbours in Europe proved in the long run to be among the most serious and lasting of its results. In the months following the Jameson Raid, Germany had toyed with the idea of a combination of European Powers to make trouble for Great Britain, and Baron Holstein, .the famous Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, had actually made a list of objects which each of them might gain at her expense, if they acted together. But when it was broached to the French and Italians neither would have anything to do with this plan, the French because the " lost provinces " still counted for more than anything that Germany could offer them, the Italians because they judged that they could gain nothing which could compensate them for the hostility of Great Britain. The Kaiser was, thereupon, left with the dangerous reflection that Germany would be helpless against die British unless and until she possessed a fleet which they would fear and respect. The young Tirpitz, passionate advocate of sea-power, seized the occasion to point the moral and was vehement and eloquent in expounding it.
In 1899 when the war broke out, the Kaiser seemed to be in a more friendly mood. In the famous Daily Telegraph interview nine years later he even claimed to have stood between Great Britain and a hostile combination against her, and it is true that he rejected a suggestion of joint intervention which came to him from Russia, and promptly informed the Brijjsh Ambassador and his royal relatives in London that he had done so. But the war was nevertheless fatal to the closer relations with Germany which the British Government at this time desired. The Kaiser visited the Queen at Windsor, accompanied by Count Biilow, the GennamForeign Secretary,
